
 

ALAIN DENEAULT 
 

14 MARCH 2014 | NORM THEATRE 

 
PUBLIC LECTURE: 

 

SILENCE IS GOLD  

 

This event is sponsored by the Social Justice Centre 

and is part of the Retaking the University 

student activism conference 12-14 March 2014 

Web: ubc-sjc.ca 

Facebook: ubcsocialjusticecentre 

12-1:30PM 

 

UBC now hosts the Canadian International Institute for Extractive Industries and Development (CIIEID), 

funded and mandated by CIDA to promote growth of Canada-based mining companies in their operations 

overseas. It partners with companies that have been accused of human rights abuses, bullying, and a transfer of 

far greater costs than benefits to communities and countries. Now through the CIIEID, our university 

departments may be legitimizing these abuses. The UBC community should have a say in the matter! 

Three quarters of the world’s mining companies are headquartered in Canada, with around 1200 of them 

headquartered in Vancouver alone! Alain Deneault will discuss why Canada is the legal haven of choice for the 

world’s mining industry, and put the CIIEID in context with Canadian legal, financial, and foreign policies. 

Alain Deneault teaches critical thought in the political science department at the Université de Montréal and 

conducts research for the Quebec section of the Tax Justice Network. 

FILM & DISCUSSION OF SLAPPS 

 

2-4PM 

 Facing a Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation - a SLAPP - is 

perhaps the worst nightmare for academics and journalists investigating 

and publishing original research that challenges the practices of large 

corporations. SLAPPs are meant to intimidate and silence critics: the high 

costs of a lengthy legal battle can exhaust and distract a researcher, and can 

lead to self-censorship. Learn about SLAPP legislation in Canada, and how 

Alain Deneault managed the lawsuits when SLAPPed by mining 

companies Barrick and Banro. 

The film Silence is Gold raises key concerns about the practices of 

Canadian mining companies, the role of Canada on their behalf, the legal 

system that still allows corporations to intimidate researchers and 

journalists into silence, and points to the light at the end of the tunnel. 

 

TWO FREE EVENTS AT UBC 

 

UBC’S NEW 

 
MINING INSTITUTE 

 
AND THE BIG PICTURE 

 


